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the injury of which he complains are bitten, killed, or otherwise hurt by such animals. after this superstitious and idolatrous manner live those miserable and ignorant indians that inhabit the islands of the gulf of honduras; as also many of them on the continent of jucatan, in the territories whereof are most excellent ports, where those indians most commonly build their houses. these people are not very faithful to one another, and use strange ceremonies at their marriages. whensover any one pretends to marry a young damsel, he first applies himself to her father or nearest relation: he examines him nicely about the manner of cultivating their plantations, and other things at his pleasure. having satisfied the questions of his father in law, he gives the young man a bow and arrow, with which he repairs to the young maid, and presents here with a garland of green leaves and sweet smelling flowers; this she is obliged to put on her head, and lay aside that which she wore before, it being the custom for virgins to go perpetually crowned with flowers. this garland being received, and put on her head, every one of the relations and friends go to advise with others whether that marriage will be like to be happy or not; then they meet at the house of the damsels father, where they drink of a liquor made of maize, or indian wheat; and here, before the whole company, the father gives his daughter in marriage to the bridegroom. next day the bride comes to her mother, and in her presence pulls off the garland, and tears it in pieces, with great cries and lamentations. many other things i could relate of the manner of living and customs of those indians, but i shall follow my discourse. our pirates therefore had many canoes of the indians in the isle of sambale, five leagues from the coasts of jucatan. here is great quantity of amber, but especially when any storm arises from towards the east; whence the waves bring many things, and very different. through this sea no vessels can pass, unless very small, it being too shallow. in the lands that are surrounded by this sea, is found much campechy wood, and other things that serve for dyeing, much esteemed in europe, and would be more, if we had the skill of the indians, who make a dye or tincture that never fades. illustration: they boarded the ship with great agility page the pirates having been in that gulf three months, and receiving advice that the spanish ship was come, hastened to the port where the ship lay at anchor unlading her merchandise, with design to assault her as soon as possible; but first they thought convenient to send away some of their boats to seek for a small vessels also expected very richly laden with plate, indigo, and cochineal. meanwhile, the ships crew having notice that the pirates designed upon them, prepared all things for a good defence, being mounted with forty two guns, well furnished with arms and other necessaries, and one hundred and thirty fighting men. to lolonois all this seemed but little, for he assaulted her with great courage, his own ship carrying but twenty two guns, and having no more than a small saety or fly boat for help: but the spaniards defended themselves so well, as they forced the pirates to retire; but the smoke of the powder continuing thick, as a dark fog or mist, with four canoes well manned, they boarded the ship with great agility, and forced the spaniards to surrender. the ship being taken, they found not in her what they thought, being already almost unladen. all they got was only fifty bars of iron, a small parcel of paper, some earthen jars of wine, and other things of small importance. then lolonois called a council of war, and told them, he intended for guatemala: hereupon they divided into several sentiments, some liking the proposal, and other disliking it, especially a party of them who were but raw in those exercises, and who imagined at their setting forth from tortuga that pieces of eight were gathered as easy as pears from a tree but finding most things contrary to their expectation, they quitted the fleet, and returned; others affirmed they had rather starve than return home without a great deal of money. but the major part judging the propounded voyage little to their purpose, separated from lolonois and the rest: of these one moses vanclein was ringleader, captain of the ship taken at puerto cavallo: this fellow steered for tortuga, to cruise to and fro in these seas. with him joined another comrade of his, by name pierre le picard, who seeing the rest leave lolonois, thought fit to do the same. these runaways having thus parted company, steered homewards, coasting along the continent till they came to costa rica; here they landed a strong party
